  CONFERENCE OF STATE MINISTERS OF ANIMAL HUSBANDRY & DAIRY DEVELOPMENT HELD ON 11th DECEMBER 2004 IN NASC, PUSA, NEW DELHI

PROCEEDINGS

Introduction:

A Conference of the Ministers of the States in charge of Animal Husbandry & Dairy Development was organized by the Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying, Ministry of Agriculture at Symposium Hall, National Agriculture Science Complex (NASC), Pusa, New Delhi on 11th December, 2004. Shri Sharad Pawar, Hon’ble Union Agriculture Minister, inaugurated and chaired the Conference. In all 24 States/UTs participated in the Conference. The Conference was also attended by the officials of Department of Agriculture & Cooperation, Department of Agriculture Research and Education, NABARD, APEDA, MFPI, NCDC and various other Departments and Ministries. The important issues in the Animal Husbandry and Dairying sectors, which require immediate focus and attention, were discussed in this one-day Conference. Besides, draft National Livestock Policy was also discussed in the Conference. The list of participants is annexed with the proceedings.

[ 
Inaugural Session:

2.
Welcoming the participants Shri P.M.A. Hakeem, Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Ministry of Agriculture lauded the decision of the Hon’ble Union Agriculture Minister for calling this Conference in order to evolve consensus on various policy issues aimed at achieving rapid growth of the animal husbandry and dairy development sectors. 

3.
Shri Sharad Pawar, Hon’ble Union Agriculture Minister, Government of India in his key note address also welcomed all the delegates and informed the participating delegates about the importance of the Animal Husbandry and Dairy sectors and its role in the national economy, with particular reference to the economic sustenance and income generation of the rural poor. He emphasised that this sector can be taken as one of the most potential sectors for growth. The growth pattern of this sector amply proves the hidden potential, which would require fullest exploitation through long-term planning. A growth rate of 6 to 8 per cent in the animal husbandry sector would be needed to attain a growth rate in excess of 4 percent per annum in the agriculture sector as a whole. 

4.
He expressed concern over the fact that despite having a rich and vast pool of animal genetic resources, not much has been done in the area of conservation and improvement of indigenous breeds. He drew attention to the fact that only 20% of the total cattle are cross-bred.  He emphasized that focus has to be given on species like sheep, goat and pig also in the animal husbandry sector as these can play an important role in improving rural economy. He mentioned that in view of the emerging global scenario in the aftermath of the WTO regime and liberalized trade policies, stress has to be placed on cost of production and quality of milk produced in addition to productivity. He informed the participants about draft livestock policy formulated in the light of WTO regime and invited suggestions for improvising the policy so that it becomes a road map for promoting this sector. 

5.
Drawing the attention of the delegates towards increasing the productivity of milk, he emphasized the need for immediate up gradation of the genetic make-up of the huge population of nondescript cattle and buffaloes. He referred to the National Project for Cattle and Buffalo Breeding and the need to strengthen this programme by identifying deficiencies and taking effective steps apart from increasing its coverage. He also mentioned about the interim guidelines formulated for the import and export of cattle/buffalo germ plasm and invited suggestions for making it more effective. 

6.
Hon’ble Agriculture Minister also addressed the issue of improving the infrastructure to enhance milk productivity and milk quality. He highlighted that despite being the biggest producer of milk in the world, India’s productivity is one of the lowest. He urged the States to come up with suggestions for further enhancing the effectiveness of programme on clean milk production. He also raised the issue of availability of fodder and requested the State Governments to undertake long-term measures so that fodder cultivation becomes an integral part of the land use plan. 

7.
Drawing the attention of the delegates toward achieving higher growth in livestock sector, he emphasized the need for taking up better quality control and standards monitoring for feeds, vaccines, biologicals, semen and embryos. He would be happy to know of the measures already in place in the States in this regard. He hoped that the honorable delegates would also agree with him on the urgent need for close monitoring of programmes, if faster and higher growth rates were to be achieved. 

8.
Expressing his concern over the absence of a uniform legislation for control of movement of livestock across the country, he informed the participants that the ‘Prevention and Control of Infectious and Contagious Diseases in Animals Bill’, which is in its final stages of approval, would further strengthen the regulatory mechanism and disease control efforts and requested the States to extend their whole hearted support to these regulatory measures.

9.  
The Hon’ble Agriculture Minister also made a reference to the new centrally sponsored scheme on Livestock Insurance, which has the objective of providing compensation to the farmers and landless labour in the event of loss of animals. He invited the views of the participants on the scheme.

10.
Concluding his keynote address, he once again highlighted the need to boost growth in livestock and dairy sector so as to achieve a sustained growth in the rural economy. He also urged the State Governments to actively take up schemes under which women can be trained and given necessary skills to take up poultry and other livestock based enterprises. He called upon the delegates for their valuable suggestions and requested to contribute to the deliberations wholeheartedly.

11.  Ms Nita Chowdhury, Joint Secretary to the Government of India, informed the participants about the publication called the ‘Sire Directory’ containing compiled information about elite bulls reared in the State Livestock Breeding Farms, released by the State Government of Punjab. She also informed the participants that ISO certification has been received by some States for frozen semen production units.

12.
Dr (Ms) Amrita Patel, Chairman, NDDB, in her speech emphasized the importance of proper marketing of milk and also discussed the Government policies in detail.

Business Session:

Deliberation by States on the Agenda

13.
Shri J.S.Kang, Minister for Animal Husbandry, Dairy Development & Fisheries Government of Punjab while emphasizing the importance of marketing of milk and milk products stated that this needs to be developed by formulation of proper guidelines by NDDB. He also suggested that in order to serve the interests of large number of milk producers, the import of milk powder needs to be controlled by increasing the import duty. He apprised that there is lot of scope for diversification and turkey production has been taken up by the State. The rural backyard poultry was also stated to be of great importance to the poor farmers in the State. 

14.
Shri G.C.Langthasa, Minister of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Hill Area Development, Government of Assam in his speech suggested that all the schemes should be implemented on 100% grants-in-aid basis due to limited resources of the State Governments. 

15.
Lt. Gen. T.P.S. Rawat, Minister for Tourism, Culture & Sainik Kalyan, Government of Uttaranchal in his speech gave an overview of the schemes being implemented in the state and informed the conference about the breeding policy of the state. He also informed the participants about the State Excellence Centre set up by the State for Sheep Development and product development at Dunda, Uttarakashi. He suggested that an intensive programme involving coverage of all the breedable population of the State could be taken up. He stated that egg producers’ cooperatives could be set up and related activities encouraged by providing good quality chicks, disease control and vaccination coverage, easy credit, market linkages etc. He also spoke about the initiatives taken by the State in the dairy sector.

16.
Shri Surya Rao Gollapalli, Minister for Animal Husbandry & Dairy Development, Government of Andhra Pradesh stated that the State has recorded significant progress in poultry production.  While appreciating the envisaged scheme on rural backyard poultry, he stated that this scheme would go a long way in helping the landless farmers and raise the level of nutritional status amongst the poor. He also acknowledged the assistance provided to the farm at Mamnoor, Warangal District and requested for assistance to two more farms. He informed about the activities of the State Veterinary Council and sought Government of India assistance for strengthening it. He also requested that the FMD-CP should be extended to entire State.

17.
Shri Virendra Singh, Minister for Animal Husbandry & Dairying, Government of Uttar Pradesh in his address stated that due to the vast population of the State, the State is unable to provide its matching share in the centrally sponsored schemes. He, therefore, urged that the Government of India should implement these schemes on 100% grants-in-aid basis which will further help in providing employment to the large number of unemployed youth in the State. He informed that sixteen districts of the State, included in the pilot project of FMD-CP, have immensely benefited as a result of vaccination programme. He requested that other districts of the State might also be included in the programme. He also felt the need of assistance for establishment of more veterinary hospitals (on the basis of one hospital for every 5000 animals).

18.
Shri Tsering Gyurme, Minister for Animal Husbandry & Veterinary, Government of Arunachal Pradesh in his speech applauded the initiative of the Union Agriculture Minister for calling this much-needed conference. He informed that poultry along with dairy and piggery development have a great potential in the State. He acknowledged the assistance to the farms under the centrally sponsored scheme “Assistance to State Poultry Farms” and also made a request for strengthening of few more farms. While appreciating the newly envisaged rural backyard poultry scheme, the Hon’ble Minister stated that the scheme would be of great importance for the State. He further informed that commercial broiler production is also catching up in the State. He mentioned that proper surveillance against Avian Influenza is in progress in the State and there has been no report of any disease. He also spoke about the need for conservation of mithun and yak, assistance for piggery activities which has ample employment opportunities, establishment of same variety pig farm through Government of India assistance, genetic improvement of local pig breeds and establishment of pony breeding farm. He informed that presently there are ten pig breeding farms in the State requiring financial assistance. In the Dairy sector, he emphasized that there are large number of mini dairy farms in the State and suggested that the Government of India should extend 100% grants-in-aid assistance to the existing dairy farms for their strengthening and infrastructure development.

19.
Shri S. Ramachandran, Minister for Dairy Development, Government of TamilNadu and Shri P.V. Damodaran, Minister for Animal Husbandry, Government of Tamil Nadu spoke about the dairy and animal husbandry sectors respectively in the State. It was informed that various measures for improving the functioning of milk cooperatives in the State have been taken.  It was assured that wide publicity would be given to the scheme of Dairy Venture Capital Fund so that small entrepreneurs in the dairy industry in unorganized sector are benefited which in turn will help in improving the quality of milk in this sector. It was also informed that the artificial insemination programme is in full swing in the State with the involvement of dairy cooperatives.

20.
Shri Ram Bichar Rai, Minister of State for Animal Husbandry and Fisheries, Government of Bihar highlighted the need for establishment of more veterinary hospitals/dispensaries and polyclinics in the State.  He requested Government of India to provide funds for this purpose and also for proper extension and publicity in ASCAD and other schemes. He also acknowledged the assistance provided to Bhagalpur farm under the centrally sponsored scheme ‘Assistance to State Poultry Farms’ and sought assistance for Patna and Muzaffarpur farms.

21.
Smt Kalawati Subba, Minister for Animal Husbandry, Livestock, Fisheries and Veterinary Services Department, Government of Sikkim stated that PRA studies in the State have revealed that livestock and poultry can provide sustainable livelihood to the rural poor. She requested financial assistance for small units of poultry. She informed that there has been no report of Avian Influenza in the State. However, in view of international boundaries of the State with China, Nepal and Bhutan, she expressed the need for establishment of a quarantine station in the State. She also urged that a State level Centre for modernizing health coverage and veterinary polyclinics could be established in the State. While stating piggery as the most important activity, she informed the participants about the Indo-Swiss Project being implemented by the State under which four female and one male pig are distributed to each farmer. She mentioned that the State is facing problems in the area of supply of piglets and requires financial assistance.

22.
Shri Dilip Kumar Thakor, Minister of State for Animal Husbandry & Fisheries, Government of Gujarat in his speech told that proper disease control programmes and timely reporting of infectious diseases to the head quarters have resulted in reducing the outbreak of diseases in the State. He informed that Anthrax outbreaks have reduced considerably in the State. He requested for inclusion of all districts of the State under the FMD-CP Programme.

23.
Shri G.B. Naik, Minister for Fisheries and Animal Resources Development, Government of Orissa in his speech informed about various programmes of livestock development and dairying being implemented in the State. 

24. 
Shri A.A. Zargar, Minister for Agriculture Production, Animal Husbandry and Cooperative, Government of Jammu & Kashmir while drawing attention to the special social circumstances, difficult topography and environment urged that the proposals submitted by the State government under IDDP be considered favourably at the earliest. He acknowledged the assistance given for poultry development to the State and stated that it has greatly helped in promoting the poultry sector. He also highlighted the problem of frequent outbreaks of foot and mouth disease due to lack of vaccination against the disease owing to insufficient funds with the State. He requested that assistance should be provided for manufacturing vaccines against sheep pox, which is another area of concern.

25. 
Shri Thenucho, Minister for Animal Husbandry & Veterinary, Government of Nagaland while applauding the initiative of Union Agriculture Minister for organizing this conference gave an overview of the livestock wealth of the State and the programmes being implemented for the development of Animal Husbandry and Dairy Development. He spoke, inter alia, about revival of traditional backyard farming, integrated livestock farming systems, research and conservation of indigenous livestock facing threat of extinction, research on pack animals, establishment of a research institute in the North-Eastern region to solve region specific problems on livestock production, establishment of milk processing plants at locations nearer to milk shed areas, introduction of sustainable livestock technology mission etc.

26.
Shri Sunil Nayak, Minister of State for Animal Husbandry & Dairying, Government of Madhya Pradesh spoke about the livestock wealth of the State and the programmes being implemented for the development of Animal Husbandry and Dairy Development. Drawing attention to the vast population of scheduled castes and scheduled tribes in the State, he requested for 100% grants-in-aid from the Government of India for the schemes. He, inter-alia, raised issues relating to amendment in PFA Rules 1955, ban on sale of non-pasteurised milk in metro cities and State capitals, delegation of powers to ban export of milk from or within a State to Secretary of the State Government, waiver of interest amount by NDDB on loan provided to milk unions during Operation Flood, revival of Sagar Milk Union, Sagar, exclusive permission to Co-operatives for purchasing milk directly from the farmers etc. He also pointed out the need for a separate Ministry for Animal Husbandry & Dairying.

27.
Shri Mirajuddin Patel, Minister for Animal Husbandry and Wakf, Government of Karnataka said that the dairy and poultry sectors have tremendous potential in the State for employment generation. Hence, both these sectors should be encouraged in order to avoid migration of people from rural to urban areas. He also requested that the proposals submitted by the State for powder and chilling plants be considered early.  

28. 
Shri Lalrinchhana, Minister for Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Government of Mizoram mentioned in his speech that poultry development is one of the thrust areas in the State and requested for continued assistance under the scheme of Assistance to State Poultry Farms. He stated that there is a need for establishing a pork processing plant in the State. It was added by Secretary, Government of Mizoram that AI in piggery is being done only in Mizoram and there is a need for establishment of a pig research centre in the State.

29.
Shri Anees Ahmed, Minister for Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries, Government of Maharashtra in his speech highlighted the progress of Animal husbandry and dairy in his State and mentioned that the IDDP scheme has greatly helped in developing the dairy sector in backward districts of the State. He also informed the conference about the proposals submitted by the State on dairy development and requested that these proposals be sanctioned at an early date. Highlighting the need for conservation of indigenous breeds of sheep and goat, the Hon’ble Minister informed that the State has undertaken a project for their identification and conservation, which will further aid in long term improvement of livestock. He expressed the need for appropriate legislation for effective regulation and control on frozen semen laboratories and agencies engaged in AI work for ensuring high quality of services. He suggested that the Government of India should launch a centrally assisted comprehensive programme for progeny testing of cattle and buffalo. Other references made were regarding inclusion of sheep and goat in the said mandate for integrated efforts for livestock development, infrastructure for storage and transport of liquid nitrogen to ensure uninterrupted cold chain for straws, introduction of public sector institution such as ICAR for production of pure-line foundation stock in poultry, comprehensive policy for introduction of Japanese quail and Australian emu, strengthening of FS laboratories etc.   He also urged the Government to draft a model legislation on ‘Livestock Development & Regulation’ to ensure scientific and hygienic development of this sector to comply all relevant norms in WTO regime.

30.
 Shri M.N. Mukhim, Minister for Animal Husbandry & Veterinary, Government of Meghalaya in his speech addressed the issues of cattle development, health care facilities for livestock, dairy development etc. He highlighted the need for creation of clinical laboratory in each district of the State, establishment of more veterinary dispensaries even in remote areas and modernization of the existing veterinary hospital with required equipments. He also emphasized that there is a need to strengthen milk processing and the marketing network in the State. He requested that the existing infrastructure for storage of surplus milk be strengthened by providing bulk coolers, as there is a shortage of such facility in the State.

31. 
Secretary, Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying, Government of Kerala speaking on behalf of Animal Husbandry Minister, Kerala stated the need for technical support and guidance from the Government of India along with financial support for dairy development activities and veterinary biological units. He also expressed the need for creation of a separate Ministry of Animal Husbandry & Dairying and Indian Council of Veterinary Research. 

32. 
Secretary, Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairy Development, Fisheries & Wakf, Government of Haryana mentioned that there is a need for establishing identification/traceability procedures for proper implementation of programmes. Incentives may be given to farmers to encourage them in retaining/multiplying their good quality germ plasm. He also felt that livestock insurance could be made production linked.

33.
Shri Mangla Rai, Secretary (DARE) & DG (ICAR), in his speech, inter alia, stated that the aspect of shortage of resources to run the Universities cannot be overlooked before asking for a separate research body of veterinary sciences.

34.
The Plenary Session was held under the Chairmanship of Shri Sharad Pawar, Union Minister of Agriculture, Government of India. In his closing remarks, the Hon’ble Minister appreciated the participation of the State Ministers and lauded them for the meaningful and intensive discussion held during the Conference. He explained that such interactions are not only useful to evolve consensus on policy matters but also to enlighten each other on the impediments and the bottlenecks faced in the implementation of various Government Programmes. He expressed happiness that some of the State governments have evolved path-breaking approach while implementing the programmes relating to Animal Husbandry and Dairy Development. 

35.
The conference ended with Vote of Thanks, to the Chair and the participants by Smt Neerja Rajkumar, Joint Secretary to the Government of India.

MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONFERENCE OF STATE MINISTERS OF ANIMAL HUSBANDRY & DAIRY DEVELOPMENT HELD ON 11th DECEMBER 2004 IN NASC, PUSA, NEW DELHI

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Conference has come out with the shared concern about the challenges to Livestock Sector in the context of WTO regime and the need for concerted efforts to improve the quality of livestock and livestock products as per a comprehensive National Livestock Policy. The following views have emerged from the Conference.

Animal Husbandry & Dairy Sectors

1.  The States were generally in agreement that improvement of the livestock breed through genetic upgradation is important for enhancing livestock production.

2. Disease control is of immense importance from the farmers’ point of view. Therefore a massive programme is required to eradicate some of the diseases like Foot and Mouth Disease. The coverage of FMD-CP should be extended to cover all districts if possible for effective control of the disease. 

3. It was suggested that Central Government should provided 100% assistance to the States, which are unable to meet the matching share.

4. Many States were also of the opinion that there is a need to form a separate body for carrying out research in the field of animal husbandry. This body may be called the Indian Council of Veterinary Research and should be placed directly under this Department so that better synergies can be developed between the farmers and various research institutions.

5. Import of milk powder should be controlled by increasing the import duty to serve the interests of local milk producers.

6. The Government of India may take up with the State Governments the issue of fodder development on wastelands and degraded lands so as to overcome the deficit in fodder supply.

7. Development of poultry and small ruminants like sheep, goats is very important from the point of view of small and marginal farmers and especially in the hilly and backward areas of the country.

8. Development of piggery should be taken up in North Eastern States with full central assistance.

9. The State Governments suggested that the Government of India’s proposed livestock policy must reflect the regional cattle wealth of the country and ensure preservation of the indigenous breeds of livestock.

10. It was suggested that Livestock Insurance could be made production-linked.

11. There is a need for establishing more veterinary hospitals/dispensaries and polyclinics for effective and timely control of animal diseases.
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